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CASE STUDY: CAR CO2 EMISSIONS
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LOBBYING IN EUROPE

2015 Study:

- 19 member states, 3 EU Institutions

- 65 indicators

- Looking at transparency, integrity and 

equality of access of lobbying
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MANAGING RISKS

Robust Regulation

Complimentary 
voluntary mechanisms 
(e.g. code of conduct) 

Strong watchdogs 
(citizens, CSO & media)
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EU INTEGRITY WATCH
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17,064

11,533

35,000+

€1.5bn+

EU LOBBYING IN NUMBERS

Meetings

Lobby Organisations

Lobbyists

EU Lobby Budget

Corporate
76%

NGOs
17%

Think Tanks
5%

Municipal
2%

Meetings with European 
Commissioners
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COMMISSION HOT SPOTS

2,013

1,708

1,537

1,475

1,402

20

0 550 1100 1650 2200

Digital Economy

Financial Markets

Digital Single Market

Climate & Energy

Jobs & Growth

Budget

Commission Meetings by portfolio
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EQUALITY OF ACCESS BY PORTFOLIO
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Commission President Juncker wants the EU to be a 

leader in integrity and ethics, but the current rules lag 

behind international best practice.
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A MANDATORY EU LOBBY REGISTER

BASIC PRINCIPLES SHOULD BE:

- No registration, no meeting

- Cover everyone involved in legislation / decision-making

- Better definitions, monitoring and sanctions
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A MANDATORY EU LOBBY REGISTER

WHO WANTS THIS?

- Citizens

- Lobbyists

- European Commission

WHO IS BLOCKING IT?

- Member States / Council

- European Parliament
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WHAT ELSE IS NEEDED?

TO COMPLEMENT THE LOBBY REGISTER:

- Reform of Access to Documents rules and better websites

- Revolving door rules and independent ethics oversight

- Transparency of legislative process (Council, trilogues)
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